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entirely successful. The event does credit to the Eoman con-
suls. The determined attack of Fulvius on Hanno's camp,
in view of the importance of Beneventum, as well as the con-
duct of his army, deserves due praise. All this in nowise
detracts from Hannibal's intelligent plan in sending Hanno
to the succor of Capua. Its failure lay solely in Capuan
dilatoriness. The combinations of Hannibal deserved a bet-
ter fate.

The general manoeuvring of the Bomans had gained in
effectiveness. It cannot be said to have been characterized
by any special ability; but in its care and intent, it was in
marked contrast to the manoeuvring of earlier years. All
the Eoman generals showed a dread of Hannibal which has
no parallel in history except in the case of Frederick; and,
as with Gracchus in the march just narrated, they were often
lacking in the performance of the evident duty of command-
ers. But the gain was marked.
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